Congratulations and welcome to Charlie Company, 304th MI Battalion!  Charlie Company is home to the Military Intelligence Basic Officer Leadership Course (MI BOLC), Military Intelligence Warrant Officer Basic Course (WOBC), Military Intelligence Warrant Officer Advanced Course (WOAC), and International Officer Intelligence Basic Course (IOIBC).  You can expect a challenging and rewarding assignment that will increase your proficiency as a Military Intelligence professional. 

As a leader and professional Soldier you will be expected to perform from the moment you arrive. I expect everything from your uniform to your attitude and demeanor to be above reproach at all times.  Make sure you know and understand the Army Values before you arrive.  This is a leadership school, and we expect you to know the fundamentals of leadership.  During your stay here you will be challenged so prepare yourself mentally and physically beforehand. 

              It is highly recommended that each student bring a personal computer that has a CD-ROM drive.  Students will receive a CD-ROM loaded with research material and study guides during in-processing and will need a computer to access these files. We also recommend that students bring a printer if they have one.  A limited number of computers are available for student use in Sisler and Nicholson Halls.  Additionally, all students are REQUIRED to have AKO email accounts.

              Regardless of your service component, Active Duty, Reserve or National Guard, situations may arise that slow the turn around for the processing of travel vouchers.  Please come prepared with access to living expenses should your voucher be delayed.  Likewise, if you have pay problems while here please bring them to the attention of your cadre or the Company XO immediately so we may assist you.  

Finally, many students ask what they can do to prepare. I strongly recommend that you arrive in great shape.  Physical fitness is paramount in today’s Army, and we take PT very seriously.  You can expect to run a minimum of 3-4 days a week.  Most students find the climate and elevation to be very challenging during their first few weeks of PT here.  I recommend that you arrive already familiar with Microsoft Office Suite (PowerPoint, Excel, etc.).  While you are here you will be required to demonstrate proficiency with the Army writing style (AR 25-50, Memos, etc.).   Additionally, I recommend that you familiarize yourself with important Army Field Manuals like FM 1 “The Army”, FM 101-5-1, and FM 2-0.  Professional development involves reading.  I encourage you to invest in your own development by reading selections from the Chief of Staff’s Recommended Reading List and other works relevant to the current global war on terror.

I look forward to meeting each of you in person and wish you all the best of luck and safe travels.

