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US Army (Deceased)

MSG Alvarado was born in the Philippines in 
1893. Between 1917 and 1928, he served as a 
Civilian Agent in the US Military Intelligence G2, 
Santiago, Manila. He enlisted into the Regular 
Army in July 1928. His espionage activities both 
as a civilian and enlisted agent with the Corps of 
Intelligence Police during World War I resulted in 
the rescue of more than 20 ships from destruction 
by their German owners, the arrest of numerous 
German agents and pro-German sympathizers, 
the confiscation of various classified documents, 
and the uncovering of Japanese activities in 
securing land in Mindanao. During this period, 
MSG Alvarado joined various organizations for 
espionage purposes and he discovered numerous 
mutiny, kidnapping and assassination plans 
against US Government officials. 

In January 1942, Alvarado was assigned as an 
observer with a Philippine Army regiment 
defending Mauban Point, with a concentration of 

Japanese troops opposing the regiment. He then was placed in charge of these Filipino 
leaderless troops and ordered to hold up the advance for 48 hours. The regiment was 
cut off from contact with the American lines, but it held Mauban Point for seven days 
without food and supplies before the soldiers were so 
weakened that they had to retreat. Alvarado was able to 
return all the remaining soldiers to safety.  
Consequently, Alvarado was awarded the Legion of 
Merit for exceptionally meritorious conduct. 

Alvarado participated in the defense of Bataan until its 
surrender in April 1942 and was ordered to continue 
intelligence work during the enemy occupation. After 
being released from a concentration camp, Alvarado 
returned home to a destitute "starvation life" until the 
liberation. During this time, he pursued intelligence work 
and espionage while disguised as a street vendor, 
greatly endangering himself and his family in the 
process. Upon arrival of the liberation troops, Alvarado 
immediately contacted intelligence officers of the 
advanced detachment and furnished them with maps 
showing the location of enemy positions and a list of 
pro-Japanese collaborators. 



MSG Alvarado passed away on 22 February 
1974. He was posthumously inducted into the 
Hall of Fame in 1988. Alvarado Hall, which serves 
as the Headquarters for the US Army Intelligence 
Center of Excellence at Fort Huachuca, was 
named in his honor in 1981.

MSG Alvarado’s son, Lorenzo Alvarado, Jr., visited Fort Huachuca in 1995 and 
received his father’s Hall of Fame induction certificate.


