
MR. THEODOR HANS
US Army, Retired (Deceased)

Mr. Theodor Hans entered US military service 
in 1942 with the Army Air Corps. His military 
superiors, recognizing his special area and 
language talents, chose him to serve as a 
Prisoner of War Interrogator in Europe during 
World War II. After assignment to G2, 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force (SHAEF) in London, he served under 
the Director or Intelligence, US Forces 
European Theater, in Frankfurt, Germany.

Mr. Hans was instrumental in the 
development of the “Gehlen Organization,” 
created under US Army control. The 
organization consisted of senior World War II 
German military intelligence officers who 
collected military and political intelligence in 
Soviet-controlled areas.  In 1945 and 1946, 
Mr. Hans conducted counterintelligence (CI) 
operations in Berlin to locate, detain, and 

interrogate key wanted persons including war criminals, former Nazi state security 
officials, and members of the political police.

In 1946, Mr. Hans accepted a civilian position as a Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) 
Special Agent. During the refugee and defector flow from Communist Eastern Europe to 
West Berlin, he guided and developed the US and Allied intelligence and security 
screening program at the Berlin-Marienfelde Refugee Processing Center and Camp. In 
addition to identifying and interrogating numerous Soviet-directed espionage agents, he 
was instrumental in the defection to West Berlin of the Minister-President of an East 
German State.

After supervising counter-espionage operations in the late 1940s, Mr. Hans organized 
an extensive Order of Battle collection program in the mid-1950s and recruited and 
directed covert sources in East Germany who furnished voluminous information on 
Warsaw Pact forces. In 1959, Mr. Hans returned to the United States and the non-
government business world. In 1960, he was subpoenaed as an expert witness by the 
Internal Security Sub-Committee of the US Senate to testify on Soviet and East German 
terrorist activities against US military and West German targets.

In 1962, Mr. Hans resumed service with Army Intelligence as a Civilian Intelligence 
Analyst and CI Planner with the G2, US Army Caribbean Command, predecessor to US 
Army South (USARSO).  He monitored the region’s volatile situation and made 
important contributions to the successful accomplishment of USARSO’s overall mission.



In 1976, Mr. Hans was selected to return to Germany as a Supervisory Intelligence 
Operations Specialist and served as Special Advisor to the Commander of the 18th MI 
Battalion, 66th MI Group, whom he assisted in directing a major overt HUMINT collection 
program. He managed the battalion’s interagency liaison and coordination activities with 
host nation and Allied and other US intelligence and security agencies. For his effective 
liaison efforts and professionalism in CI/HUMINT operations, he received numerous US 
Army citations, and the German Intelligence Service awarded Mr. Hans the highly 
prized St. George Medal.

Mr. Hans retired from civil service in 1983.

Mr. Hans was inducted into the MI Hall of Fame in 2000. He passed away in March 
2007.


