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US Army, Retired (Deceased)

MAJ Yoshio George Kanegai was a native of 
Gardena, California. In 1942, he volunteered to enlist 
into the US Army at Fort Ord, California and 
completed his initial training at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
Following training, MAJ Kanegai was sent to Camp 
Savage, Minnesota to the Military Intelligence 
Service Language School where he served as the 
Acting First Sergeant for all incoming Soldiers. While 
at Camp Savage, MAJ Kanegai’s leadership, 
compassion, and understanding made him a role 
model for many of the Japanese-American Soldiers 
he encountered.

From 1943 to 1945, MAJ Kanegai served in the G2 
(Intelligence), General Headquarters (GHQ), in 
Brisbane, Australia; Manila, Philippines; and Tokyo, 
Japan. He was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant on 26 September 1944. Discharged in 

late 1945, he returned to active duty in the spring of 1947 assigned to the G2/GHQ, 
Allied Translator and Interpreter Section (ATIS) in Tokyo as part of the Allied 
Occupation of Japan.  This special intelligence section, originally established during the 
war, was moved from Australia to Tokyo with the mission of evaluating and 
disseminating information gathered and extracted from captured documents and 
prisoners of war.  MAJ Kanegai was a valued and trusted member of the ATIS, which 
became the center for language activities in that region and conducted large-scale 
operations all over Japan.

During the Korean conflict, MAJ Kanegai served with the 115th Counter Intelligence 
Corps (CIC) Detachment in Los Angeles, California and the 441st CIC Detachment in 
Tokyo, Japan. Subsequently, MAJ Kanegai was sent to Korea where he commanded 
Company B, 502nd MI Battalion (formally the 308th CIC) in Seoul. His command tour 
occurred during a period of political chaos and turmoil in the Republic of Korea (ROK) 
when a group of ROK military officers overthrew the civilian government in the south. 
MAJ Kanegai was tasked by the G2, Eighth US Army to provide intelligence on the coup 
and the future plans of the new military government. MAJ Kanegai realized the dire 
importance of this mission and chose to personally carry it out. He was not only able to 
meet with the coup leader, MG Park Chung-Hee, but he developed a lasting and trusted 
relationship with him that would eventually lead to the most reliable communications link 
between the ROK and United States governments. MAJ Kanegai’s intelligence 
accomplishments during March 1961 and May 1962 were the highlight of his 22-year 
military career. 



MAJ Kanegai retired from the US Army in May 1962.  His awards and decorations 
included the Legion of Merit and the Republic of Korea Presidential Order of Service 
Merit (5th Class).

MAJ Kanegai passed away on 17 April 2004. He was posthumously inducted into the MI 
Hall of Fame in 2007.

MAJ Yoshio G. Kanegai shakes hands with MG Park Chung Hee, of South Korea.



Yoshio Kanegai with South Korean President Park Chung-Hee, 1962


