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LTC Arthur D. Nicholson, Jr., was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant from 
Officer Candidate School in 1970. As a 
young MI Corps officer, he attended the 
Area Intelligence Officer Course, was then 
assigned as Chief, Administrative and 
Logistical Support Branch, Washington 
Field Activities Support Center, and then 
became the Commander of the US Field 
Activities Support Center, Washington, DC. 
  
In 1973, he graduated from the 
Counterintelligence Officer Transition 
Course and from the Electronic Warfare 
Cryptologic Officer Specialist Course the 
following year.  Assigned to the US Army 
Technical Support Activity, European 
Detachment, he made significant 
contributions to the success of the complex 
mission of the US Army Security Agency 
(ASA). In his subsequent assignment as 
desk officer and acting Branch Chief, 430th 

MI Detachment, he revitalized the 
collection effort in two major geographic 

areas, closing critical gaps in US Army, Europe and national-level collection 
requirements. 
  
In 1979, LTC Nicholson attended the Naval Postgraduate School, earning a degree in 
Soviet Studies.  After graduating from the Defense Language Institute where he learned 
Russian, he was assigned as Production Officer to the US Military Liaison Mission in 
Germany in 1982. During this assignment, he was awarded the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal for accomplishing a complex, dangerous spy mission. In March 1985, 
while on an authorized mission, a Soviet sentry near the former town of Ludwigslust 
shot him and killed him.  For his loyal service, he was promoted posthumously to 
Lieutenant Colonel and awarded the Legion of Merit and the Purple Heart. 
  
LTC Nicholson was inducted into the Military Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame in 1991 
and, in 1993, Nicholson Hall at Fort Huachuca was dedicated in his honor.  In addition, 
buildings are named in his honor at the Defense Language Institute and at the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.  Additionally, the National Military Intelligence 
Association created the LTC Arthur D. Nicholson Award to recognize excellence in the 
US Army. 
  



 
Two paintings of LTC Nicholson, both commissioned after his death. 


