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MG Scanlon received his Army 
commission as a Second Lieutenant 
after graduating from the University of 
Florida with a Bachelors of Arts in 
Political Science. He also received a 
Masters of Arts in American Studies from 
the University of Hawaii and completed 
graduate work at Penn State and 
Harvard.

During his 33-year career, MG Scanlon`s 
successes paralleled the recognition of 
Military Intelligence as a full member of 
the Army team. During each of his 
assignments, MG Scanlon`s 
professionalism, dedication to duty, and 
leadership were evident to all with whom 
he served.

Some of MG Scanlon’s early 
assignments included: Executive Officer 

to the Assistant Chief of Staff, J2, US Military Assistance command, Vietnam (1970-
1971); Intelligence Analyst, Office of the J2, US Pacific Command, Hawaii (1971-1973); 
and Military Assistant to the Commander-in-Chief, US Pacific Command (1974-1976).  
While serving in Europe from 1977 to 1980, MG Scanlon was the Chief, Collection 
Division, Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, US Army Europe. He then served as 
Commander, 66th MI Group. He next became the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations 
and Plans, US Army Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM) and later served as 
Executive to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Headquarters, Department of 
Army. In 1983, he was promoted to Brigadier General and was appointed as Deputy 
Commander for Support, INSCOM.  MG Scanlon became the Deputy Commanding 
General of INSCOM in 1985, and in 1990 he assumed command of INSCOM.

At no time was MG Scanlon more challenged than during his tenure as the 
Commanding General of INSCOM. Momentous worldwide changes necessitated a 
reorientation of Army intelligence from its past emphasis on the Soviet Union and 
Warsaw Pact to regionally focused threats. With the restructure of the Army and the 
return of forces to United States, MG Scanlon orchestrated monumental changes to 
INSCOM`s mission. He saw the need for a more mobile, flexible and technically 
advanced Echelon Above Corps intelligence capability. His farsighted vision and 
resolute leadership enabled INSCOM`s Soldiers and Civilians to make decisive 
contributions to the United States military effort around the world.  MG Scanlon guided 
INSCOM through a successful post-Cold War transition. Changes included the closure 



of Field Stations Berlin, Sinop, and Augsburg, as well as the transfer of the US Army 
Russian Institute to European Command. 

MG Scanlon’s awards and decorations include the National Intelligence Distinguished 
Service Award, the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Distinguished Service 
Medal, the Legion of Merit (3 Oak Leaf Clusters), the Bronze Star Medal (2 Oak Leaf 
Clusters), the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, the Joint Service 
Commendation Medal (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), the Army Commendation Medal, the 
Parachutist Badge and the General Staff Identification Badge.

MG Scanlon is the author of two books on strategic intelligence operations and the 
terrorist threat to the United States:  The Attachés, published in 1998, and Attachés II: 
Retribution, published in 1999. A third book, In Defense of the Nation – Defense 
Intelligence Agency at Forty Years, published in 2002, records some of the DIA’s 
successes over the years and the selfless sacrifices of the men and women who were 
responsible. 

MG Scanlon was inducted into the MI Hall of Fame in 1995.

MG Charles Scanlon receiving his Knowlton Award from COL (R) John Black at the 1995 Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony.


