
COLONEL HAROLD R. SHAW
US Army (Deceased)

Harold Shaw was born in 1910 in New Jersey. After graduating from the University of 
Hawaii, COL Shaw was given a reserve commission and worked as an Irrigation 
Superintendent of a large sugar plantation on Oahu. In the fall of 1941, he was called to 
active duty.

He attended a two-month course on postal censorship with 14 other reservists. The 
course was taught by W. Preston Corderman (HoF 1988) in Clarendon, Virginia.  After 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Shaw went back to Hawaii to become District 
Postal Inspector and Chief Military Censor. From there, he was recalled to Washington 
to become Chief of the Technical Division.

The Technical Division worked with War Department and other Federal agencies and 
laboratories to keep track of mail messages. In conjunction with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations, the Technical Division arrested numerous spies. In one case, a 
Japanese spy was caught reporting on the status of ship repairs when her code was 
broken by the Technical Division. She was sentenced to ten years in prison and a 
$100,000 fine for illegally using codes in international mail.

He passed away in 1982.  COL Shaw was inducted into the MI Hall of Fame in 1988, 
posthumously. 


