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Richard Swarens began his military 
career in 1982 when he enlisted in the US 
Army as a 97B, Counterintelligence (CI) 
Assistant. He completed tours as a CI 
Agent’s Assistant at the 311th Military 
Intelligence (MI) Battalion, 101st 
Airborne/Air Assault Division, Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky and as a CI Special 
Agent and Non-commissioned Officer at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas with the 902nd 
MI Group. In February 1988, Mr. Swarens 
was appointed a CI Warrant Officer.

Upon completion of the Warrant Officer 
Certification Course, CW5 Swarens 
returned to the 311th MI Battalion as a CI 
Technician and Battalion S2. While there, 
he deployed his team as the first tactical 
CI team into Saudi Arabia in support of 
the 101st during Operation DESERT 
SHIELD. During this time CW5 Swarens 
provided timely, accurate investigations 

into numerous incidents that threatened the Division sector, and when Operation 
DESERT STORM began, Swarens’ team air-assaulted into Iraq to collect valuable 
information on Iraqi forces.

In May 1992, CW5 Swarens took charge of the S2 shop in the 18th MI Battalion in 
Germany. He taught himself automated systems and architectures, which was critical, 
as the unit was tasked by the Secretary of Defense to develop a Department of Defense 
(DoD) model of Human Intelligence computer architecture. Swarens was the driving 
force in creating and implementing the new architecture’s security procedures. He 
obtained security accreditation for the first collateral local area network, thus breaking 
new ground for US Army Europe and personally becoming a driving force behind the 
Automated Data Processing (ADP) security field.

In December 1993, when CW5 Swarens became the Operations Officer of the CI 
Detachment, he developed a liaison program to maintain and strengthen the 
relationships with supported units and host nation counterparts. He also led the first 
vulnerability threat assessment for the Port of Antwerp, Belgium, for Military Traffic 
Management Command.

In 1994, CW5 Swarens volunteered to deploy in support of Operation PROVIDE 
COMFORT. As the only American CI officer in a Combined Task Force operating in a 



hostile zone in Northern Iraq and Turkey, he developed new procedures to track and 
assess threats, briefing the commander and his staff daily on the threat environment. 
Upon returning to his unit, CW5 Swarens was selected to command a CI detachment 
providing support to the Netherlands, Belgium, Northern Germany, and Luxembourg.

During two years as Chief of the Counterintelligence Training Committee at the US 
Army Intelligence Center, Fort Huachuca, CW5 Swarens restructured all CI training in 
the 111th MI Brigade, establishing the foundations for resident CI training today. In 1999, 
CW5 Swarens was assigned to the Third Army G2 Section, where he volunteered to 
deploy in support of Operation BRIGHT STAR in Alexandria, Egypt. He became the 
lead security interface with Egyptian forces on 11 September 2001.

In 2002, CW5 Swarens was chosen as the Deputy Director of Security in the White 
House Military Office, advising the Director of Security in military support of the 
President. After a highly successful 26-year career, CW5 Swarens retired in 2008, 
although he continues to serve at the WHMO as a civil servant. 

CW5 Swarens’ awards and decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
Bronze Star Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service 
Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters), Army Commendation Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters), Joint 
Service Achievement Medal, and Army Achievement Medal (2 Oak Leaf Clusters).

CW5 Swarens was inducted into the MI Hall of Fame in 2012.

CW5 Rich Swarens being promoted to Sergeant



CW5 Rich Swarens in Operation DESERT SHIELD

CW5 (Ret) Rich Swarens receiving his induction certificate into the MI Hall of Fame in 2012 from 
COL Roger Sangvic, Chief of Staff and Adjutant of the MI Corps.


