
MAJOR GENERAL EDMUND R. THOMPSON
US Army, Retired

MG Edmund Thompson, whose 
distinguished Army career spanned 32 
years, served longer as the Assistant Chief 
of Staff for Intelligence (ACSI) than anyone 
else up to that time. He began his military 
service as an Apprentice Seaman, US Navy 
Reserve in 1947 and later received an 
appointment to the US Military Academy. 
After being commissioned Artillery in 1952, 
he served with the 1st Cavalry Division in 
Japan. He then attended Syracuse 
University and obtained two advanced 
degrees in Geography before heading back 
to West Point to the Department of Social 
Sciences. In 1963, he served with the 
Military Assistance Advisory Group for both 
Cambodia and Vietnam prior to transferring 
to Military Intelligence in 1965.  

MG Thompson’s first MI assignment was 
with the Exploitation Branch, Office of the 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence 

(OACSI), Department of the Army. Later, he became the first Commander of the US 
Army Field Detachment “O”. In 1969, he returned to Vietnam as the G2, 25th Infantry 
Division. 

Upon his return to the United States, Thompson was assigned to the Vietnam Task 
Force, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA). As a Colonel, he attended the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces in 1980, and the next year commanded the 116th 
MI Group in Washington, DC. From 1972-1975, he served as Chief of two successive 
divisions in the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel. 

After being promoted to Brigadier General in July 1975, he returned to OACSI as the 
Director of Operations but was almost immediately selected to command the US Army 
Intelligence Agency at Fort Meade, Maryland. Two years later he pinned on his second 
star and began serving as the ACSI in August 1977. In this role, he played a major role 
in implementing the recommendations of the Intelligence Organization and Stationing 
Study, including the formation of the US Army Intelligence and Security Command 
(INSCOM) and ensuring the timely fielding of Combat Electronic Warfare and 
Intelligence (CEWI) units. He also directed the implementation of RED TRAIN 
throughout the Army. In 1981, MG Thompson transferred to the Defense Intelligence 
Agency as Assistant Director for Special Coordination and Deputy Director for 
Management and Operations. 



MG Thompson retired in 1984.  His awards include the Distinguished Service Medal (1 
Oak Leaf Cluster), National Intelligence Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior 
Service Medal, Legion of Merit (1 Oak Leaf Cluster), Bronze Star Medal (2 Oak Leaf 
Clusters), Meritorious Service Medal, Air Medal (three awards) and the Army 
Commendation Medal (1 Oak Leaf Cluster). 

MG Thompson was the author of the MI Soldier’s Creed and the designer of the Army 
Intelligence Device logo.  

MG Thompson was named one of the original Distinguished Members of the MI Corps 
in 1987 during the activation of the MI Corps.


