
COLONEL NORMAN S. WELLS
US Army, Retired

COL Norman Wells enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps in 1945. He served as an 
enlisted Soldier in the Army Air Corps, 
the US Navy, and the US Army in 
various intelligence assignments with 
the 108th Counter Intelligence Corps 
(CIC) Detachment, the 66th MI Group, 
and the 902nd MI Group until 1957. On 
26 May 1957, he received a direct 
commission as a First Lieutenant and 
was sent to Army Air Defense School. 
He spent the next five years in the 
Artillery Branch. 

When Military Intelligence became a 
branch in 1962, Wells returned to his 
roots in intelligence. He attended the MI 
Officer Career Course at Fort Holabird, 
Maryland and then served with the 
Officer Assignment Section of the US 
Army Intelligence Command at that 
post. 

After graduating from the 1965-1966 Command and General Staff College course, 
Wells left for his first tour in Vietnam, assigned to the Counterintelligence Division, J2, 
US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MAC-V). In this job he assumed 
responsibility for all Counterintelligence Special Operations. He attended the Defense 
Intelligence Agency (DIA) School.  As a DIA officer, he served in successive positions 
as Chief, Eastern European Section; Chief, Soviet Order of Battle Section, Estimates 
Group; and finally Special Actions Branch. 

In 1971, COL Wells returned to Vietnam for a second deployment. This time, he 
commanded the 4th MI Battalion, (Provisional), 525th MI Group, US Army Pacific. The 
battalion provided CI and Human Intelligence (HUMINT) support to IV Corps. After 
completion of this combat tour, he returned to Washington, DC as the Deputy Chief of 
Staff for Personnel, Department of the Army. In August 1973, he attended the US Army 
War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 

The following year, COL Wells became the Executive Officer (XO) to the Deputy 
Director of DIA and after a few months transitioned to the XO to the Director. In January 
1976, he became the Deputy Commander, US Army Intelligence Agency at Fort Meade, 
Maryland and, in August of the same year, he assumed command of the newly-created 
66th MI Group in Germany. This group was created by combining the old 66th MI Group, 



the 502nd Army Security Agency Group, and several other units into the largest multi-
discipline intelligence organization in the Army. 

In 1978, Wells became the Director, Intelligence Systems, Office of the Assistant Chief 
of Staff, Intelligence (OACSI); two years later he assumed the position of Director, 
Foreign Intelligence at OACSI, before returning to the Intelligence Systems position in 
1981 until his retirement on 30 June 1982.

COL Wells was inducted into the MI Hall of Fame in 1987 as one of the first ten 
Distinguished Members of the MI Corps. 


