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In the pages of history lie many lessons that can help us better understand our profession…as a 

Soldier, as a leader…as an American. As General James Mattis notes, “Ultimately, a real 

understanding of history means that we face nothing new under the sun.” Our education as 

Soldiers and civilians in service to our nation lies on several pillars; what we learn in the 

Institutional Army, the Operational Army, and perhaps most importantly, our own personal self-

development.  ADRP 6-22 states, “Lifelong learning involves study and reflection to acquire 

new knowledge and to learn how to apply it when needed.” From my three decades in the Army 

I’ve come to learn maneuver commanders speak two languages: doctrine and history. There is 

too much at stake for Military Intelligence professionals to lack in preparedness and not be able 

to communicate with commanders and our civilian leaders. We compiled the enclosed list of 

books based on feedback from our Army G-2 team. Our selections not only illuminate lessons 

from history and from today, the selections look to the future to help us begin to understand the 

operational environment that is and will emerge over the coming decades...enjoy!” 

 

Lieutenant General Robert P. Ashley, Jr  

Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2 

 

 

About the DCS G-2 Reading List 

The Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2 Reading List is divided into three categories: Professional 

Development, History and Heritage, and Global Analysis. These three sections encourage the 

reader to: invest time on self-development in order to learn and grow as an Army Professional; 

study lessons of the past to cope with a period of global complexity and uncertainty; and increase 

awareness of the strategic landscape to shape their understanding of the current and future 

operating environment. The majority of the titles found in this reading list were recommended by 

members of the Army G-2 staff.   

 

The appearance of a title on this reading list does not imply that the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-2 

endorses the author’s views or interpretations. Nevertheless, these books contain thought-

provoking ideas and viewpoints worthy of consideration.   
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 Professional Development 

 

 

Argumentation and Critical Decision Making (8th Edition)   
 

Richard D. Rieke, Malcolm O. Sillars, and Tarla Rai Peterson // Pearson: 2013  

 

The first and most thoroughly developed audience-oriented argumentation text, 

Argumentation and Critical Decision Making presents argumentation as a 

cooperative, communicative process. The text examines the general principles of 

argument in a rigorous yet readable manner and then applies those principles to different spheres 

of life--law, science, religion, business, and politics--to explore how conventions of argument 

change when applied to these real-world arenas. Focusing on the dynamics of decision-making 

and using real-life examples to illustrate principles, this book aims to help readers develop 

practical argumentation skills within the world of their daily lives. 

 

 

Argumentation and Debate: Critical Thinking for Reasoned Decisions 

Makers (13th Edition)  
 

Austin J. Freeley and David L. Steinberg // Wadsworth Cengage Learning: 2014  

 

This comprehensive introduction to the principles and practice of argumentation 

and debate uses a clear, concise, and engaging presentation that makes even 

complex material easy to understand. Argumentation and Debate features concepts, 

argumentation models, practical guides, and real-life scenarios that you use to enhance your 

skills in academic debates. With an emphasis on critical thinking, reasoned decision making, and 

advocacy skills, this text empowers you to participate actively as citizens in a democratic society. 

 

 

The Art of Innovation  

 

Tom Kelley // Doubleday: 2001 

 

There isn't a business in America that doesn't want to be more creative in its 

thinking, products, and processes. At many companies, being first with a concept 

and first to market are critical just to survive. In The Art of Innovation, Tom 

Kelley, general manager of the Silicon Valley based design firm IDEO, takes readers behind the 

scenes of this wildly imaginative and energized company to reveal the strategies and secrets it 

uses to turn out hit after hit.  In entertaining anecdotes, Kelley illustrates some of his firm's own 

successes (and joyful failures), as well as pioneering efforts at other leading companies. The 

book reveals how teams research and immerse themselves in every possible aspect of a new 

product or service, examining it from the perspective of clients, consumers, and other critical 

audiences. 
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The Art of Intelligence: Lessons From a Life in the CIA’s Clandestine Service  

 

Henry A. Crumpton // Penguin Press: 2012 

 

The Art of Intelligence will change the way people view the CIA, domestic and 

foreign intelligence, and international terrorism. Crumpton, a twenty-four-year 

veteran of the CIA’s Clandestine Service, offers a thrilling account that delivers profound lessons 

about what it means to serve as an honorable spy. From CIA recruiting missions in Africa to 

pioneering new programs like the UAV Predator, from running post–9/11 missions in 

Afghanistan to heading up all clandestine CIA operations in the United States, Crumpton 

chronicles his role—in the battlefield and in the Oval Office—in transforming the way America 

wages war and sheds light on issues of domestic espionage. 

 

 

Critical Thinking Skills: Developing Effective Analysis and Argument (2nd 

Edition)  

 

Stella Cottrell // Cottrell and MacMillian Publishers: 2011  

 

The second edition of this leading guide helps develop reflective thinking skills, 

improve critical analysis, and construct arguments more effectively. Written by 

Stella Cottrell, this text breaks down a complex subject into easily understood blocks, providing 

easy-to-follow, step-by-step explanations and practice activities to develop understanding and 

practice your skills at each stage. This is an invaluable tool for anyone wishing to develop 

advanced skills in critical analysis. 

 

 

Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, 

and Activists  

 

Joel Best // University of California Press: 2001, 2012  

 

Here, by popular demand, is the updated edition to Joel Best's classic guide to 

understanding how numbers can confuse us. In his new afterword, Best uses 

examples from recent policy debates to reflect on the challenges to improving statistical literacy. 

Since its publication ten years ago, Damned Lies and Statistics has emerged as the go-to 

handbook for spotting bad statistics and learning to think critically about these influential 

numbers. 
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The Difference: How the Power of Diversity Creates Better Groups, Firms, 

Schools, and Societies   

 

Scott E. Page // Princeton University Press: 2007  

 

The Difference reveals that progress and innovation may depend less on lone 

thinkers with enormous IQs than on diverse people working together and capitalizing on their 

individuality. Page shows how groups that display a range of perspectives outperform groups of 

like-minded experts. Diversity yields superior outcomes, and Page proves it using his own 

cutting-edge research. Moving beyond the politics that cloud standard debates about diversity, he 

explains why difference beats out homogeneity, whether you're talking about citizens in a 

democracy or scientists in the laboratory. He examines practical ways to apply diversity's logic 

to a host of problems, and along the way offers fascinating and surprising examples, from the 

redesign of the Chicago "El" to the truth about where we store our ketchup. 

 

 

Duty! Memoirs of a Secretary at War 

 

Robert Gates // Vintage Books: 2014 

From the former Secretary of Defense, a strikingly candid, vivid account of serving 

Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama during the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. After serving six presidents in both the CIA and the National Security Council, 

Gates believed that he had left Washington politics behind for good—but when he received the 

call from the White House in 2006 to help a nation mired in two wars, he answered what he felt 

was the call of duty. Forthright and unsparing, Duty is Gates’s behind-the-scenes account of his 

nearly five years as a Secretary of Defense at war: the battles with Congress, the two presidents 

he served, the military itself, and the vast Pentagon bureaucracy; his efforts to help George W. 

Bush turn the tide in Iraq; his role as a guiding (and often dissenting) voice for Barack Obama; 

and, most importantly, his ardent devotion to and love for American Soldiers. Duty tells a 

powerful and deeply personal story, giving us an unprecedented look at two administrations and 

the wars that have defined them. 

 

 

Emotional Intelligence 2.0   
 

Travis Bradberrry and Jean Greaves // TalenSmart: 2009 

 

In today's fast-paced world of competitive workplaces and turbulent economic 

conditions, each of us is searching for effective tools that can help us to manage, 

adapt, and strike out ahead of the pack. By now, emotional intelligence (EQ) needs 

little introduction—it’s no secret that EQ is critical to your success. But knowing what EQ is and 

knowing how to use it to improve your life are two very different things. 
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Essentialism: The Disciplined Pursuit of Less   
 

Greg McKeown // Crown Business: 2014 

 

The Way of the Essentialist isn’t about getting more done in less time. It’s about 

getting only the right things done.  It is not  a time management strategy, or a 

productivity technique. It is a systematic discipline for discerning what is 

absolutely essential, then eliminating everything that is not, so we can make the highest possible 

contribution towards the things that really matter. By forcing us to apply a more selective criteria 

for what is Essential, the disciplined pursuit of less empowers us to reclaim control of our own 

choices about where to spend our precious time and energy – instead of giving others the implicit 

permission to choose for us. 

 

 

Fighting Talk: Forty Maxims on War, Peace, and Strategy 

 

Colin S. Gray // Potomac: 2009  

 

Gray presents an inventive treatise on the nature of strategy, war, and peace, 

organized around forty maxims. This collection of mini-essays will forearm 

politicians, Soldiers, and the attentive general public against many - probably most- fallacies that 

abound in contemporary debates about war, peace, and security. While one can never guarantee 

strategic success, which depends on policy, military prowess, and the quality of the dialogue 

between the two, a strategic education led by the judgments in these maxims increases the 

chances that one's errors will be small rather than catastrophic.  

 

 

The Fourth Star: Four Generals and the Epic Struggle for the Future of the 

United States Army  
 

Greg Jaffe and David Cloud // Three Rivers Press: 2009  

 

They were four exceptional Soldiers, a new generation asked to save an Army that 

had been hollowed out after Vietnam. They survived the military's brutal winnowing to reach its 

top echelon. They became the Army's most influential generals in the crucible of Iraq. The lives 

of Generals John Abizaid, George Casey Jr., Peter Chiarelli, and David Petraeus tell the story of 

the Army over the last four decades and illuminate the path it must travel to protect the nation 

over the next century. Theirs is a story of successes and failures, of ambitions achieved and 

thwarted, of the responsibilities and perils of command. 
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Grey Eminence: Fox Conner and the Art of Mentorship  

 

Edward L. Cox // New Forums Press: 2011 

  

To those who have heard of him, Fox Conner's name is synonymous with 

mentorship. He is the "grey eminence" within the Army whose influence helped to 

shape the careers of George Patton, George Marshall, and, most notably, President Eisenhower. 

What little is known about Conner comes primarily through stories about his relationship with 

Eisenhower, but little is known about Fox Conner himself. After a career that spanned four 

decades, this master strategist ordered all of his papers and journals burned. Because of this, 

most of what is known about Conner is oblique, as a passing reference in the memoirs of other 

great men. This book combines existing scholarship with long-forgotten references and 

unpublished original sources to achieve a more comprehensive picture of this dedicated public 

servant. The portrait that emerges provides a four-step model for developing strategic leaders 

that still holds true today.  

 

Hiding from the Internet: Eliminating Personal Online Information (3rd 

Edition) 

 

Michael Bazzell // Createspace Independent Publishing: 2016  

 

Bazzell has been well known in government circles for his ability to locate 

personal information about anyone through the internet. In Hiding from the Internet, he exposes 

the resources that broadcast your personal details to public view. He has researched each source 

and identified the best method to have your private details removed from the databases that store 

profiles on all of us.  Much of the content of this book has never been discussed in any 

publication.  

 

 

Imaginary Weapons: A Journey Through the Pentagon’s Scientific 

Underworld  

 

Sharon Weinberger // Nation Books: 2006 

 

Headquarters’ staff are responsible for plans, policy, and guidance for fiscal and 

physical activities across a huge variety of elements. They are often given authority to 

appropriate and authorize funding of projects to meet requirements. As such they are required to 

‘do homework’ on what will work and what won’t. Imaginary Weapons looks at the huge 

amount the DoD spends on technology for war (~$50,000 per second) and how ‘pet projects’ 

with flawed data but strong leader buy-in can go unchecked for years, wasting millions of dollars 

without producing any deployable output. 
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The Innovation Secrets of Steve Jobs  

 

Carmine Gallo // McGraw-Hill: 2011 

 

Celebrating the life and legacy of one of the most influential innovators of all time, 

The Innovation Secrets of Steve Jobs has become a landmark in the field, as 

powerful and inspirational as the man himself. This essential guide shows you how 

to apply Steve Jobs’ seven principles of innovation to any field, dream, or endeavor. For Jobs, 

Apple’s slogan “Think Different” was more than a marketing tool. It was a way of life―a 

powerful, positive, game-changing approach to innovation that you can use to unlock your 

creative potential, turn your passions and ideas into revolutionary products, and captivate your 

customers by doing what you love. These innovation secrets, like Steve Jobs himself, will 

continue to inspire, challenge, and motivate us all for generations to come. 

 

 

Jack: Straight From the Gut   
 

Jack Welch and John A. Byrne // Warner Books: 2003 

 

They called him Neutron Jack. They called him the world's toughest boss. And 

then Fortune called him "The Manager of the Century." In his twenty-year career 

at the helm of General Electric, Jack Welch defied conventional wisdom and 

turned an aging behemoth of a corporation into a lean, mean engine of growth and corporate 

innovation. In this remarkable autobiography, Jack Welch takes us on the rough-and-tumble ride 

that has been his remarkable life. From his working-class childhood to his early days in G.E. 

Plastics to his life at the top of the world's most successful company, Welch tells his intensely 

personal story with his well-known fire and candor. And although it chronicles billion-dollar 

deals and high-stakes corporate standoffs, Jack is ultimately a story about people-from a man 

who based his career on demanding only the best from others and from himself. 
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The Leadership Challenge: How to Make Extraordinary Things Happen in 

Organizations  

 

James Kouzes and Barry Posner // Wiley Publishers: 2012  

 

For more than 25 years, The Leadership Challenge has been the most trusted 

source on becoming a better leader. Based on Kouzes and Posner's extensive research, this all-

new edition casts their enduring work in context for today's world, proving how leadership is a 

relationship that must be nurtured, and most importantly, that it can be learned. Features over 

100 all-new case studies and examples, which show The Five Practices of Exemplary Leadership 

in action around the world. The Leadership Challenge focuses on the toughest organizational 

challenges leaders face today, and addresses changes in how people work and what people want 

from their work.  An indispensable resource for leaders at all levels, this anniversary edition is a 

landmark update and must-read. 

 

 

Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead  

 

Sheryl Sandberg // Random House: 2013 

 

Thirty years after women became 50 percent of the college graduates in the United 

States, men still hold the vast majority of leadership positions in government and 

industry. This means that women’s voices are still not heard equally in the decisions that most 

affect our lives. In Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg examines why women’s progress in achieving 

leadership roles has stalled, explains the root causes, and offers compelling, commonsense 

solutions that can empower women to achieve their full potential. 

 

 

Legacy 

 

James Kerr // Constable & Robinson: 2013 

 

In Legacy, best-selling author James Kerr goes deep into the heart of the world's 

most successful sporting team, the legendary All Blacks of New Zealand, to reveal 

15 powerful and practical lessons for leadership and business. Legacy is a unique, inspiring 

handbook for leaders in all fields, and asks: What are the secrets of success - sustained success? 

How do you achieve world-class standards, day after day, week after week, year after year? How 

do you handle pressure? How do you train to win at the highest level? What do you leave behind 

you after you're gone? 
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Little Bets: How Breakthrough Ideas Emerge from Small Discoveries 

 

Peter Sims // Simon & Schuster: 2011 

 

What do Apple CEO Steve Jobs, comedian Chris Rock, prize-winning architect 

Frank Gehry, and the story developers at Pixar films all have in common? Sims 

found that rather than start with a big idea or plan a whole project in advance, they 

make a methodical series of little bets, learning critical information from lots of little failures and 

from small but significant wins. Reporting on a fascinating range of research, from the 

psychology of creative blocks to the influential field of design thinking, Sims offers engaging 

and illuminating accounts of breakthrough innovators at work, and a whole new way of thinking 

about how to navigate uncertain situations and unleash our untapped creative powers. 

 

 

A Message to Garcia  

Elbert Hubbard // Classic House: 2009 [First published in 1899]  

This inspirational essay was written in 1899 and is loosely based on an actual event 

in the Spanish-American War. The essay praises Lieutenant Andrew Rowan for his 

perseverance and obedience. The lieutenant was charged with delivering an important message 

to a Cuban general, and did not abandon his mission in the face of many obstacles. "To take a 

message to Garcia" was for years a popular American slang expression for taking initiative and is 

still used by many military leaders as a model of an exemplary work ethic. 

 

 

The Mission, the Men, and Me: Lessons from a Former Delta Force 

Commander  

 

Pete Blaber // Penguin Group: 2008 

 

As a commander of Delta Force - the most elite counter-terrorist organization in 

the world - Pete Blaber took part in some of the most dangerous, controversial, and significant 

military and political events of our time. Now he takes his intimate knowledge of warfare-and 

the heart, mind, and spirit it takes to win-and moves his focus from the combat zone to civilian 

life. As the smoke clears from exciting stories about never before-revealed top-secret missions 

that were executed all over the globe, readers will emerge wiser, more capable, and more ready 

for life's personal victories than they ever thought possible. 
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Nineteen Stars: A Study in Military Character and Leadership  
 

Edgar Puryear// Presidio Press: 2003  

 

Nineteen Stars is an in-depth study of American military leadership and 

character. Puryear makes a comparative study of the careers of four of the most 

successful US WWII generals: Marshall, MacArthur, Eisenhower and Patton. By 

examining these men from their cadet years at West Point to the conclusion of 

WWII, he determines why these men became our top commanders and attempts to answer the 

question: Can successful military leadership be learned or must one be born to command? A 

model of character and leadership is revealed here in the careers of the quietly confident 

Marshall, the military genius of MacArthur, the beloved Eisenhower, and the go-for-broke 

Patton.  

 

 

Obfuscation: A User’s Guide for Privacy and Protest  

 

Finn Brunton and Helen Nissenbaum // MIT Press: 2015 

 

To the toolkit of privacy protecting techniques and projects, Brunton and 

Nissenbaum propose adding obfuscation: the deliberate use of ambiguous, 

confusing, or misleading information to interfere with surveillance and data collection projects. 

Brunton and Nissenbaum provide tools and a rationale for evasion, noncompliance, refusal, even 

sabotage -- especially for average users, those of us not in a position to opt out or exert control 

over data about ourselves. Obfuscation will teach users to push back, software developers to 

keep their user data safe, and policy makers to gather data without misusing it. 

 

 

On Killing: The Psychological Cost of Learning to Kill in War and 

Society 

 

Dave Grossman // Back Bay Books: 2009 [First Published in 1995] 

 

The good news is that most soldiers are loath to kill. But armies have developed 

sophisticated ways of overcoming this instinctive aversion. And contemporary civilian society, 

particularly the media, replicates the Army's conditioning techniques, and, according to Lt. Col. 

Dave Grossman's thesis, is responsible for our rising rate of murder among the young. Upon its 

initial publication, On Killing was hailed as a landmark study of the techniques the military uses 

to overcome the powerful reluctance to kill, of how killing affects Soldiers, and of the societal 

implications of escalating violence. Now, Grossman has updated this classic work to include 

information on 21st-century military conflicts, recent trends in crime, suicide bombings, school 

shootings, and more. 



15 
 

Once An Eagle  

 

Anton Myrer // HarperCollins: 2000 [First published in 1968]  

 

First published in 1968 at the height of the conflict in Vietnam, Once An Eagle 

captured the imagination and heart of a war-torn nation. Once An Eagle has 

become a touchstone for the military professionals who devise and carry out our 

nation's defense. A sweeping chronicle of American warfare in the twentieth century, this 

gripping story also portrays the often overlooked and cruel difficulties of life in peacetime. Once 

An Eagle is more than a novel of battle; it is a study in character and the values we continue to 

cherish: courage, nobility, honesty, and selflessness. Powerful and unforgettable, it is ultimately 

the epic story of a man who serves as an inspiration not just for Soldiers, but for us all. 

 

 

Open Source Intelligence Techniques: Resources for Searching and 

Analyzing Online Information (5th Edition)   

 

Michael Bazzell // Createspace Independent Publishing: 2016 

 

In Open Source Intelligence (OSINT), Brazzell shares his methods of locating 

personal information through OSINT in great detail. Each step of his process is explained 

throughout sixteen chapters of specialized websites, application programming interfaces, and 

software solutions. Based on his live and online video training at IntelTechniques.com, over 250 

resources are identified with narrative tutorials and screen captures. This book will serve as a 

reference guide for anyone that is responsible for the collection of online content. The search 

techniques offered will inspire analysts to "think outside the box" when scouring the internet for 

personal information.  

 

 

Outliers: The Story of Success  
 

Malcolm Gladwell // Little, Brown and Company: 2008  

 

In this stunning and fascinating book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an 

intellectual journey through the world of “outliers” - the best and the brightest, 

the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: What makes 

high-achievers different? His answer is that we pay too much attention to what 

successful people are like, and too little attention to where they are from: that is, their culture, 

their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of their upbringing. Along the 

way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to be a great soccer player, why 

Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles the greatest rock band.  
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QBQ! The Question Behind the Question  
 

John G. Miller // Penguin Group: 2001, 2012 

 

QBQ! The Question Behind the Question, addresses the most important issue in 

business and society today: personal accountability. The lack of personal 

accountability has resulted in an epidemic of blame, complaining, and 

procrastination. No organization-or individual-can achieve goals, compete in the marketplace, 

fulfill a vision, or develop people and teams without personal accountability. The solution 

involves an entirely new approach. We can no longer ask: "Who dropped the ball?" "Why can't 

they do their work properly?" or "Why do we have to go through all these changes?" Instead, 

every individual has to ask the question behind the question: "How can I improve this situation?" 

"What can I contribute?" or "How can I make a difference?"  The Question Behind the Question 

provides a method for putting personal accountability into daily action, which can bring 

astonishing results: problems get solved, barriers come down, service improves, teamwork 

grows, and people adapt to change. 

 

 

Resilience: Hard-Won Wisdom for Living a Better Life  
 

Eric Greitens // First Mariner Books Edition: 2015 

 

In 2012, Eric Greitens unexpectedly heard from a former Seal team comrade, a 

brother-in-arms he had not seen in a decade. Zach Walker had been one of the 

toughest of the tough. But ever since he returned home from war to his young 

family in a small logging town, he had been struggling. Without a sense of purpose, plagued by 

PTSD, and masking his pain with heavy drinking, he needed help. Zach and Eric started writing 

and talking nearly every day, as Eric set down his thoughts on what it takes to build resilience in 

our lives. Eric’s letters drawing on both his own experience and wisdom from ancient and 

modern thinkers are now gathered and edited into this timeless guidebook. Greitens shows how 

we can build purpose, confront pain, practice compassion, develop a vocation, find a mentor, 

create happiness, and much more. Resilience is an inspiring meditation for the warrior in each of 

us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

Shake Hands with the Devil: The Failure of Humanity in Rwanda   

 

Roméo Dallaire // Carroll & Graf: 2003 

 

Roméo Dallaire was called on to serve as force commander of the UN Assistance 

Mission for Rwanda.  He believed that his assignment was to help two warring 

parties achieve the peace they both wanted. Instead, he was exposed to the most barbarous and 

chaotic display of civil war and genocide in the past decade, observing in just one hundred days 

the killings of more than eight hundred thousand Rwandans. With only a few troops, his own 

ingenuity and courage to direct his efforts, Dallaire rescued thousands, but his call for more 

support from the world body fell on deaf ears. In Shake Hands with the Devil, Dallaire recreates 

the awful history the world community chose to ignore. He also chronicles his own progression 

from confident Cold Warrior to devastated UN commander, and finally to retired general 

struggling painfully, and publicly, to overcome posttraumatic stress disorder—the highest-

ranking officer ever to share such experiences with readers. 

 

 

The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail--but Some Don't  

 

Nate Silver // Penguin Book: 2015 

 

Nate Silver built an innovative system for predicting baseball performance, 

predicted the 2008 election within a hair’s breadth, and became a national 

sensation as a blogger—all by the time he was thirty. Drawing on his own 

groundbreaking work, Silver examines the world of prediction, investigating how we can 

distinguish a true signal from a universe of noisy data. With everything from the health of the 

global economy to our ability to fight terrorism dependent on the quality of our predictions, Nate 

Silver’s insights are an essential read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 
 

The SPEED of TRUST:  The One Thing That Changes Everything   

 

Stephen M.R. Covey // Free Press: 2006 

 

Covey shows how trust—and the speed at which it is established with clients and, 

employees—is essential to a successful organization. Trust, says Covey, is the very 

basis of the new global economy, and he shows how trust—and the speed at which it is 

established with clients, employees, and constituents—is the essential ingredient for any high–

performance, successful organization.  For business leaders and public figures in any arena, The 

Speed of Trust offers an unprecedented and eminently practical look at exactly how trust 

functions in our every transaction and relationship—from the most personal to the broadest, most 

indirect interaction—and how to establish trust immediately so that you and your organization 

can forego the time–killing, bureaucratic check–and–balance processes so often deployed in lieu 

of actual trust. 

 

 

The Starfish and the Spider: The Unstoppable Power of Leaderless 

Organizations  

Ori Braufman and Rod A. Beckstrom // Penguin Group: 2006  

If you cut off a spider’s head, it dies; if you cut off a starfish’s leg it grows a new 

one, and that leg can grow into an entirely new starfish. Traditional top-down 

organizations are like spiders, but now starfish organizations are changing the 

face of business and the world. Ori Brafman and Rod Beckstrom have discovered some 

unexpected answers, gripping stories, and a tapestry of unlikely connections. The Starfish and 

the Spider explores what happens when starfish take on spiders and reveals how established 

companies and institutions, from IBM to Intuit to the U.S. government, are also learning how to 

incorporate starfish principles to achieve success.  
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Start with Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action 

 

Simon Sinek // Penguin Books: 2011 [First Published in 2009] 

 

Simon Sinek is leading a movement to build a world in which the vast majority of 

us are inspired by the work we do. Millions have already seen his video on 

TED.com about the importance of knowing why we do what we do. Start with Why takes the 

concept even deeper. Any person or organization can explain what they do; some can explain 

how they are different or better; but very few can clearly articulate why. WHY is not about 

money or profit – those are results. WHY is the thing that inspires us and inspires those around 

us. From Martin Luther King, Jr. to Steve Jobs to the Wright Brothers, Start with Why shows that 

the leaders who inspire all think, act, and communicate in the exact same way – and it’s the 

complete opposite of what everyone else does. Drawing on a wide range of real-life stories, it 

provides a framework upon which organizations can be built, movements can be led, and people 

can be inspired – and it all starts with WHY. 

 

 

Team of Teams: New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World  

 

McChrystal, Collins, Silverman, and Fussell // Penguin: 2015 

 

In this powerful book, General McChrystal and his colleagues show how the 

challenges they faced in Iraq can be relevant to countless businesses, nonprofits, 

and other organizations. The world is changing faster than ever, and the smartest 

response for those in charge is to give small groups the freedom to experiment while driving 

everyone to share what they learn across the entire organization. As the authors argue through 

compelling examples, the team of teams strategy has worked everywhere from hospital 

emergency rooms to NASA. It has the potential to transform organizations large and small. 
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Thinking, Fast and Slow  

 

Daniel Kahneman // Farar, Straus, and Giroux: 2011 

 

In Thinking, Fast and Slow, Daniel Kahneman takes us on a groundbreaking tour 

of the mind and explains the two systems that drive the way we think. System 1 is 

fast, intuitive, and emotional; System 2 is slower, more deliberative, and more logical. The 

impact of overconfidence on corporate strategies, the difficulties of predicting what will make us 

happy in the future, the profound effect of cognitive biases on everything from playing the stock 

market to planning our next vacation―each of these can be understood only by knowing how the 

two systems shape our judgments and decisions. Kahneman reveals where we can and cannot 

trust our intuitions and how we can tap into the benefits of slow thinking. He offers practical and 

enlightening insights into how choices are made in both our business and our personal 

lives―and how we can use different techniques to guard against the mental glitches that often 

get us into trouble.  

 

 

War  

Sebastian Junger // Twelve: 2010  

Over fifteen months, Sebastian Junger followed a single platoon based at a remote 

outpost in eastern Afghanistan. His objective was both simple and ambitious: to 

convey what Soldiers experience, what war actually feels like. In these pages, he 

gives insight into the truths of combat: the fear, the honor, and the trust among men. He 

describes things that few civilians will ever witness or go through: the endless, body-numbing 

anticipation of battle, the adrenaline-fueled confusion of being ambushed, the unquestioned and 

automatic risks Soldiers take in combat situations to protect their brothers. Junger draws on 

biology, psychology and military history to explain the decisions Soldiers make and to put their 

ordeals into context. In the vivid prose for which he has become known, he relates the physical 

toil, the suffocating heat, the sounds of gunfire, and the agony of loss.  
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We are Anonymous: Inside the Hacker World of LulzSec, Anonymous, and 

the Global Cyber Insurgency  

 

Parmy Olson // Back Bay Books: 2012 

 

We Are Anonymous is the first full account of how a loosely assembled group of 

hackers scattered across the globe formed a new kind of insurgency, seized headlines, and 

tortured the feds-and the ultimate betrayal that would eventually bring them down. Olson goes 

behind the headlines and into the world of Anonymous and LulzSec with unprecedented access, 

drawing upon hundreds of conversations with the hackers themselves, including exclusive 

interviews with all six core members of LulzSec.  We Are Anonymous delves deep into the 

internet's underbelly to tell the incredible full story of the global cyber insurgency movement, 

and its implications for the future of computer security. 
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History and Heritage 

 

 

The 13th Valley  

 

John Del Vecchio // Warriors Publishing Group: 2012 

 

The 13th Valley follows the terrifying Vietnam combat experiences of James 

Chelini, a telephone-systems installer who finds himself an infantryman in territory 

controlled by the North Vietnamese Army. Spiraling deeper and deeper into a world of conflict 

and darkness, this harrowing account of Chelini’s plunge and immersion into jungle warfare 

traces his evolution from a semi-pacifist to an all-out combat-crazed soldier. The seminal novel 

on the Vietnam experience, The 13th Valley is a classic that illuminates the war in Southeast 

Asia like no other book.  

 

 

1776 

 

David McCullough // Simon & Schuster: 2005 

 

David McCullough presents, the stirring story of the year of our nation’s birth, 

interweaving the actions and decisions that led Great Britain to undertake a war 

against her rebellious colonial subjects. Based on extensive research in both American and 

British archives, 1776 is a powerful drama written with extraordinary narrative vitality. It is the 

story of Americans in the ranks, men of every shape, size, and color, farmers, schoolteachers, 

shoemakers, no-accounts, and mere boys turned Soldiers. And it is the story of the King’s men, 

the British commander, William Howe, and his highly disciplined redcoats who looked on their 

rebel foes with contempt and fought with a valor too little known. 
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The Aeneid 

 

Virgil translated by Robert Fitzgerald // Vintage Classics: 1990 

 

Just as in Moses led his people to the Promised Land, experiencing fractious debate 

about his leadership qualities, this epic story details the perilous flight of the 

citizens of Troy to Italy and the eventual founding of Rome. The journey takes years, and along 

the way Aeneid encounters several episodes where his leadership is brought into question. This 

book reveals a values-based approach exhibited by Aeneid prior to his making any decision that 

will affect his people: he does not always arrive at the right decision. There exists throughout the 

book where Aeneid questions his own ability to lead and convince others to believe in the 

mission; much like leaders everywhere, these moments of doubt are followed by self-reflection 

and an arrival at a decision.   

 

 

America's War for the Greater Middle East: A Military History  

 

Andrew Bacevich // Random House: 2016 

 

During the 1980s, Bacevich argues, a great transition occurred. As the Cold War 

wound down, the United States initiated a new conflict—a War for the Greater 

Middle East—that continues to the present day. The long twilight struggle with the Soviet Union 

had involved only occasional and sporadic fighting. But as this new war unfolded, hostilities 

became persistent. From the Balkans and East Africa to the Persian Gulf and Central Asia, U.S. 

forces embarked upon a seemingly endless series of campaigns across the Islamic world. Few 

achieved anything remotely like conclusive success. Instead, actions undertaken with 

expectations of promoting peace and stability produced just the opposite. As a consequence, 

phrases like “permanent war” and “open-ended war” have become part of everyday discourse. 

Connecting the dots in a way no other historian has done before, Bacevich weaves a compelling 

narrative out of episodes as varied as the Beirut bombing of 1983, the Mogadishu firefight of 

1993, the invasion of Iraq in 2003, and the rise of ISIS in the present decade. Understanding 

what America’s costly military exertions have wrought requires seeing these seemingly discrete 

events as parts of a single war.  
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The Art of War 

  

Sun Tzu, translated by Thomas Cleary // Shambhala: 2005  

 

Conflict is an inevitable part of life, according to this ancient Chinese classic of 

strategy, but everything necessary to deal with conflict wisely, honorably, and 

victoriously is already present within us. Compiled more than two thousand years ago by a 

mysterious warrior-philosopher, The Art of War is still perhaps the most prestigious and 

influential book of strategy in the world, as eagerly studied in Asia by modern politicians and 

executives as it has been by military leaders since ancient times. As a study of the anatomy of 

organizations in conflict, The Art of War applies to competition and conflict in general, on every 

level from the interpersonal to the international. Its aim is invincibility, victory without battle, 

and unassailable strength through understanding the physics, politics, and psychology of conflict.  

 

 

Band of Brothers: E Company, 506
th 

Regiment, 101
st 

Airborne from 

Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest  

 

Steven E. Ambrose // Simon & Schuster: 2007  

 

Stephen E. Ambrose’s iconic story of the ordinary men who became World War 

II’s most extraordinary Soldiers: Easy Company, 506th Parachute Infantry 

Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, US Army. From the rigorous training in Georgia in 1942 to 

the disbanding in 1945, he tells the story of this remarkable company. They were rough-and-

ready guys, battered by the Depression, mistrustful and suspicious. But in training and combat 

they learned selflessness and found the closest brotherhood they ever knew. They discovered that 

in war, men who loved life would give their lives for them. E Company was a company of men 

who went hungry, froze, and died for each other, a company that took 150 percent casualties, a 

company where the Purple Heart was not a medal—it was a badge of office.  
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Black Hearts: One Platoon’s Descent into the Madness of Iraq’s 

Triangle of Death 

 

Jim Frederick // Broadway: 2010 

 

This is the story of a small group of Soldiers from the 101st Airborne Division’s 

fabled 502nd Infantry Regiment—a unit known as “the Black Heart Brigade.” Deployed in late 

2005 to Iraq’s so-called Triangle of Death, a veritable meat grinder just south of Baghdad, the 

Black Hearts found themselves in arguably the country’s most dangerous location at its most 

dangerous time. Drawing on hundreds of hours of in-depth interviews with Black Heart Soldiers 

and first-hand reporting from the Triangle of Death, Black Hearts is a timeless story about men 

in combat and the fragility of character in the savage crucible of warfare. But it is also a timely 

warning of new dangers emerging in the way American Soldiers are led on the battlefields of the 

twenty-first century. 

 

 

The Centurions  
 

Jean Larteguy // Penguin Group: 2015 

 

First published in 1960, readers were riveted by the thrilling account of soldiers 

fighting for survival in hostile environments. They were equally transfixed by the 

chilling moral question the novel posed: how to fight when the “age of heroics is 

over.” As relevant today as it was half a century ago, The Centurions is a gripping military 

adventure, an extended symposium on waging war in a new global order, and an essential 

investigation of the ethics of counterinsurgency. Featuring a foreword by renowned military 

expert Robert D. Kaplan, this important wartime novel will again spark debate about 

controversial tactics in hot spots around the world. 
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Combat Ready?: The Eighth U.S. Army on the Eve of the Korean 

War 

 

Thomas E. Hanson // Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History 

Series: 2010 

 

In Hanson's careful study of combat preparedness in the Eighth Army from 1949 to the outbreak 

of hostilities in 1950, he concedes that the U.S. Soldiers sent to Korea suffered gaps in their 

professional preparation, from missing and broken equipment to unevenly trained leaders at 

every level of command. But after a year of progressive, focused, and developmental collective 

training—based largely on the lessons of combat in World War II—these Soldiers expected to 

defeat the Communist enemy. By recognizing the constraints under which the Eighth Army 

operated, Hanson asserts that scholars and Soldiers will be able to discard what Douglas 

Macarthur called the "pernicious myth" of the Eighth Army's professional, physical, and moral 

ineffectiveness. 

 

 

Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis (2nd Edition)  

 

Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow // Addison-Wesley Educational Publishers: 

1999 

 

One of the most influential political science works written in the post-World War II 

era, the original edition of Essence of Decision is a unique and fascinating examination of the 

pivotal event of the Cold War. Not simply revised, but completely re-written, the Second Edition 

of this classic text is a fresh reinterpretation of the theories and events surrounding the Cuban 

Missile Crisis, incorporating all new information from the Kennedy tapes and recently 

declassified Soviet files. Essence of Decision Second Edition is a vivid look at decision-making 

under pressure and is the only single volume work that attempts to answer the enduring question: 

how should citizens understand the actions of their government?  
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G-2: Intelligence for Patton  
 

Oscar Koch and Robert G. Hays // Schiffer: 1999 [First published 1971]  

 

The enigmatic science of military intelligence is examined in this personal record, 

written by Brigadier General Oscar W. Koch, who served during World War II as 

chief of intelligence for General George S. Patton, Jr., one of the most colorful military leaders in 

American history. General Koch traces the growth and development of the infant science through 

detailed accounts of the intelligence role in some of the most celebrated battles of the war, and 

through his personal remembrances of Patton and his relationships with members of his 

intelligence staff. His story moves from the African campaign through Sicily, into France on D-

Day and on to the Battle of the Bulge, pointing out how the work of the intelligence staff made 

the differences in the final reckoning. General Koch’s book is more than a historical study, 

however. It is the exciting story of the operations behind the cloak and dagger illusions.  

 

 

Gates of Fire: An Epic Novel of Thermopylae  
 

Steven Pressfield // Bantam Books: 1998 

 

This is novel about Thermopylae, the 480 BC battle that went down in history as an 

example of heroism. For three days a small force of Greeks defended a narrow pass 

from a huge Persian army. Narrated by the sole survivor of the epic battle - a squire in the 

Spartan heavy infantry- Gates of Fire is a mesmerizing depiction of one man's indoctrination 

into the Spartan way of life and death and the legendary men and women who gave the culture 

an immortal gravity. Culminating in an electrifying and horrifying epic battle, Gates of Fire 

weaves history, mystery, and heartbreaking romance into a literary page-turner that brings the 

Homeric tradition into the twenty-first century.  

 

 

The Guns of August 

 

Barbara W. Tuchman // Random House: 2004 [First Published in 1962] 

 

In this landmark, Pulitzer Prize–winning account, renowned historian Barbara W. 

Tuchman re-creates the first month of World War I: thirty days in the summer of 

1914 that determined the course of the conflict, the century, and ultimately our present world. 

Beginning with the funeral of Edward VII, Tuchman traces each step that led to the inevitable 

clash. And inevitable it was, with all sides plotting their war for a generation. Dizzyingly 

comprehensive and spectacularly portrayed with her famous talent for evoking the characters of 

the war’s key players, Tuchman’s magnum opus is a classic for the ages. 
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The Killer Angels: The Classic Novel of the Civil War  
 

Michael Shaara // Random House: 1987 [First published in 1974]  

 

In the four most bloody and courageous days of our nation’s history, two armies 

fought for two conflicting dreams. One dreamed of freedom, the other of a way of 

life. Far more than rifles and bullets were carried into battle. There were memories. There were 

promises. There was love. And, far more than men fell on those Pennsylvania fields. Bright 

futures, untested innocence, and pristine beauty were also the casualties of war. Michael Shaara’s 

Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece is unique, sweeping, unforgettable - the dramatic story of the 

battleground for America’s destiny.  

 

 

The Landmark Thucydides: A comprehensive Guide to the Peloponnesian 

War 

 

Robert B. Strassler // Simon & Shuster: 1996 

 

Thucydides called his account of two decades of war between Athens and Sparta “a 

possession for all time,” and indeed it is the first and still most famous work in the Western 

historical tradition. Considered essential reading for generals, statesmen, and liberally educated 

citizens for more than 2,000 years, The Peloponnesian War is a mine of military, moral, political, 

and philosophical wisdom.  Strassler's edition provides a new coherence to the narrative overall 

by effectively reconstructing the lost cultural context that Thucydides shared with his original 

audience. 

 

 

The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11  
 

Lawrence Wright // First Vintage Books: 2007  

 

A sweeping narrative history of the events leading to 9/11, a groundbreaking look at 

the people and ideas, the terrorist plans and the Western intelligence failures that 

culminated in the assault on America. Lawrence Wright's remarkable book is based on five years 

of research and hundreds of interviews that he conducted in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, 

Afghanistan, Sudan, England, France, Germany, Spain, and the United States. The Looming 

Tower achieves an unprecedented level of intimacy and insight by telling the story through the 

interweaving lives of four men: the two leaders of al-Qaeda, Osama bin Laden and Ayman al-

Zawahiri; the FBI's counterterrorism chief, John O'Neill; and the former head of Saudi 

intelligence, Prince Turki al-Faisal. 
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Manhunt: The Ten-Year Search for Bin Laden from 9/11 to Abbottabad 

 

Peter L. Bergen // Broadway: 2012 

 

In Manhunt, Peter Bergen delivers a taut yet panoramic account of the pursuit and 

killing of Osama bin Laden. Here are riveting new details of bin Laden's flight 

after the crushing defeat of the Taliban to Tora Bora, where American forces came 

startlingly close to capturing him, and of the fugitive leader's attempts to find a secure hiding 

place. As the only journalist to gain access to bin Laden's Abbottabad compound before the 

Pakistani government demolished it, Bergen paints a vivid picture of bin Laden's grim, Spartan 

life in hiding and his struggle to maintain control of al-Qaeda. 

 

 

Nation-Building: Beyond Afghanistan and Iraq  

 

Francis Fukuyama // John Hopkins University Press: 2006 

Bestselling author Francis Fukuyama brings together esteemed academics, political 

analysts, and practitioners to reflect on the U.S. experience with nation-building, 

from its historical underpinnings to its modern-day consequences. The United States has sought 

on repeated occasions to reconstruct states damaged by conflict, from Reconstruction in the 

South after the Civil War to Japan and Germany after World War II, to the ongoing rebuilding of 

Iraq. Despite this rich experience, there has been remarkably little systematic effort to learn 

lessons on how outside powers can assist in the building of strong and self-sufficient states in 

post-conflict situations. The need for post-conflict reconstruction will not cease with the end of 

the Afghanistan and Iraq missions. This timely volume offers the critical reflection and 

evaluation necessary to avoid repeating costly mistakes in the future. 

 

The Outpost: An Untold Story of American Valor 

 

Jack Tapper // Hachette Book Group: 2012 

 

At 5:58 AM on October 3rd, 2009, Combat Outpost Keating, located in 

frighteningly vulnerable terrain in Afghanistan just 14 miles from the Pakistani 

border, was viciously attacked. Though the 53 Americans there prevailed against nearly 400 

Taliban fighters, their casualties made it the deadliest fight of the war for the U.S. that year. Four 

months after the battle, a Pentagon review revealed that there was no reason for the troops at 

Keating to have been there in the first place. In The Outpost, Jake Tapper gives us the powerful 

saga of COP Keating, from its establishment to eventual destruction, introducing us to an 

unforgettable cast of Soldiers and their families, and to a place and war that has remained 

profoundly distant to most Americans. 
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The Red Badge of Courage  

 

Stephen Crane // Dover Publications: 1990 (Republication of the original published 

by D. Appleton & Co., 1895) 

 

First published in 1895, this small masterpiece set the pattern for the treatment of 

war in modern fiction. The novel is told through the eyes of Henry Fleming, a young Soldier 

caught up in an unnamed Civil War battle who is motivated not by the unselfish heroism of 

conventional war stories, but by fear, cowardice, and finally, egotism. However, in his struggle 

to find reality amid the nightmarish chaos of war, the young Soldier also discovers courage, 

humility, and perhaps, wisdom. Although Crane had never been in battle before writing The Red 

Badge of Courage, the book was widely praised by experienced Soldiers for its uncanny re-

creation of the sights, sounds, and sense of actual combat. 

 

 

A Spy Among Friends: Kim Philby and the Great Betrayal  
 

Ben Macintyre// Broadway Books: 2014 

 

Kim Philby was the greatest spy in history, a brilliant and charming man who rose 

to head Britain’s counterintelligence against the Soviet Union during the height of 

the Cold War—while he was secretly working for the enemy. And nobody thought he knew 

Philby like Nicholas Elliott, Philby’s best friend and fellow officer in MI6. The two men had 

gone to the same schools, belonged to the same exclusive clubs, grown close through the 

crucible of wartime intelligence work and long nights of drink and revelry. It was madness for 

one to think the other might be a communist spy, bent on subverting Western values and the 

power of the free world. Told with heart-pounding suspense and keen psychological insight, and 

based on personal papers and never-before-seen British intelligence files, a high-water mark in 

Cold War history telling. 

 

 

This Kind of War: A Study of Unpreparedness: The Classic Korean 

War History  

T.R. Fehrenbach // Potomac Books: 2001 [First published in 1963]  

Updated with maps, photographs, and battlefield diagrams, this special fiftieth 

anniversary edition of the classic history of the Korean War is a dramatic and hard-hitting 

account of the conflict written from the perspective of those who fought it. Partly drawn from 

official records, operations journals, and histories, it is based largely on the compelling personal 

narratives of the small-unit commanders and their troops. Unlike any other work on the Korean 

War, it provides both a clear panoramic overview and a sharply drawn "you were there" account 

of American troops in fierce combat against the North Korean and Chinese communist invaders. 

As Americans and North Koreans continue to face each other across the 38th Parallel, This Kind 

of War commemorates the past and offers vital lessons for the future.  
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Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging  

 

Sebastian Junger // Hachette Book Group: 2016 

 

Decades before the American Revolution, Benjamin Franklin lamented that English 

settlers were constantly fleeing over to the Indians-but Indians almost never did the 

same. Tribal society has been exerting an almost gravitational pull on Westerners for hundreds of 

years, and the reason lies deep in our evolutionary past as a communal species. The most recent 

example of that attraction is combat veterans who come home to find themselves missing the 

incredibly intimate bonds of platoon life. The loss of closeness that comes at the end of 

deployment may explain the high rates of post-traumatic stress disorder suffered by military 

veterans today. Combining history, psychology, and anthropology, Tribe explores what we can 

learn from tribal societies about loyalty, belonging, and the eternal human quest for meaning. It 

explains the irony that-for many veterans as well as civilians-war feels better than peace, 

adversity can turn out to be a blessing, and disasters are sometimes remembered more fondly 

than weddings or tropical vacations.  

 

 

War Letters 

 

Andrew Carroll // Washington Square Press: 2001 

 

This New York Times bestseller reveals war through the lens of the men and 

women who fought. In this book, he captures moments of loneliness, courage, 

patriotism, anger, loss and challenges from the Civil War to Bosnia. This corpus of letters 

contains the last correspondence of Soldiers who died soon after mailing a letter to their mothers 

and sweethearts. The “authors” range from Richard Cowan, a young Soldier who wrote to his 

mother on his 22nd birthday before fighting in the Battle of the Bulge; First Lieutenant Ed Lukert 

describing to his wife his six friends, all fellow lieutenants, who fell in W.W. I; Lance Corporal 

Noonan (Vietnam) who tells his sister how he had, “cast off his razor, divorced his soap, and 

buried his manners while soaring through skies in magic carpet helicopters.”  LCpl Noonan was 

KIA at the age of twenty-five. These letters are personal, but as Soldiers, they are our letters, too. 

They are America’s letters and tell of our history in the simplest of prose with the deepest of 

meanings. 
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Washington’s Spies: The Story of America’s First Spy Ring  
 

Alexander Rose // Bantam: 2006  

 

In the summer of 1778, with the war poised to turn in his favor, General George 

Washington desperately needed to know where the British would strike next. To 

that end, he unleashed his secret weapon: an unlikely ring of spies in New York charged with 

discovering the enemy’s battle plans and military strategy. The men he mentored were dubbed 

the Culper Ring. The British secret service tried to hunt them down, but they escaped by the 

closest of shaves thanks to their ciphers, dead drops, and invisible ink. Rose’s thrilling narrative 

tells the unknown story of the Revolution - the murderous intelligence war, gunrunning and 

kidnapping, defectors and executioners - that has never appeared in the history books. 

Washington’s Spies is also a spirited, touching account of friendship and trust, fear and betrayal, 

amid the dark and silent world of the spy.  

 

 

We Were Soldiers Once… and Young: Ia Drang- The Battle That 

Changed the War in Vietnam  
 

Harold G. Moore and Joseph L. Galloway // Presidio Press: 2004 [First published in 

1992]  

 

In November 1965, some 450 men of the 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry, under the 

command of Lt. Col. Hal Moore, were dropped by helicopter into a small clearing in the Ia 

Drang Valley. They were immediately surrounded by 2,000 North Vietnamese Soldiers. Three 

days later, only two and a half miles away, a sister battalion was chopped to pieces. Together, 

these actions at the landing zones X-Ray and Albany constituted one of the most savage and 

significant battles of the Vietnam War. How these men persevered, sacrificed themselves for 

their comrades and never gave up, makes a vivid portrait of war at its most inspiring and 

devastating. General Moore and Joseph Galloway, the only journalist on the ground throughout 

the fighting, have interviewed hundreds of men who fought there, including the North 

Vietnamese commanders. This devastating account rises above the specific ordeal it chronicles 

to present a picture of men facing the ultimate challenge, dealing with it in ways they would have 

found unimaginable only a few hours earlier. It reveals to us, as rarely before, man's most heroic 

and horrendous endeavor.  
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With the Old Breed: At Peleliu and Okinawa  
 

E.B. Sledge // Oxford University Press: 2007 [First published in 1981 by Presidio 

Press]  

 

An Alabama boy steeped in American history and enamored of such heroes as 

George Washington and Daniel Boone, Eugene B. Sledge became part of the war’s famous 1st 

Marine Division - 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. Even after intense training, he was shocked to be 

thrown into the battle of Peleliu, where “the world was a nightmare of flashes, explosions, and 

snapping bullets.” By the time Sledge hit the hell of Okinawa, he was a combat vet, still filled 

with fear but no longer with panic. Based on notes Sledge secretly kept in a copy of the New 

Testament, With the Old Breed captures with utter simplicity and searing honesty the experience 

of a Soldier in the fierce Pacific Theater. Here is what saved, threatened, and changed his life. 

Here, too, is the story of how he learned to hate and kill - and came to love - his fellow man. 
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Global Analysis 

 
 

7 Deadly Scenarios: A Military Futurist Explores War in the 21st Century  
 

Andrew Krepinevich // Bantam: 2009  

 

What if the worst that could happen actually happens? How would we respond? Are 

we ready? These are the questions that Andrew Krepinevich asks, and answers, in 

this timely and often chilling book, which describes the changing face of war in the twenty-first 

century and identifies seven deadly scenarios that threaten our security in the crucial years ahead. 

As president of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments and consultant to Secretaries 

of Defense, the CIA, the Homeland Security Council and the Joint Forces Command, 

Krepinevich’s job is to think the unthinkable and prepare a response in the event our worst 

nightmares become reality.  

 

 

The Accidental Superpower: The Next Generation of American 

Preeminence and the Coming of Global Disorder  

 

Peter Zeihan // Hachette Book Group: 2014 

 

Near the end of the Second World War, the United States made a bold strategic 

gambit that rewired the international system. Empires were abolished and replaced by a global 

arrangement enforced by the U.S. Navy. With all the world's oceans safe for the first time in 

history, markets and resources were made available for everyone. Enemies became partners.  In 

The Accidental Superpower, international strategist Peter Zeihan examines how the hard rules of 

geography are eroding the American commitment to free trade; how much of the planet is aging 

into a mass retirement that will enervate markets and capital supplies; and how, against all odds, 

it is the ever-ravenous American economy that-alone among the developed nations-is rapidly 

approaching energy independence.  
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Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in the New China 

 

Evan Osnos // Farrar, Straus, and Giroux: 2014 

From abroad, we often see China as a caricature: a nation of pragmatic plutocrats 

and ruthlessly dedicated students destined to rule the global economy-or an addled 

Goliath, riddled with corruption and on the edge of stagnation. What we don't see 

is how both powerful and ordinary people are remaking their lives as their country dramatically 

changes. As the Beijing correspondent for The New Yorker, Evan Osnos was on the ground in 

China for years, witness to profound political, economic, and cultural upheaval. In Age of 

Ambition, he describes the greatest collision taking place in that country: the clash between the 

rise of the individual and the Communist Party's struggle to retain control. He asks probing 

questions: Why does a government with more success lifting people from poverty than any 

civilization in history choose to put strict restraints on freedom of expression? Why do millions 

of young Chinese professionals-fluent in English and devoted to Western pop culture-consider 

themselves "angry youth," dedicated to resisting the West's influence? How are Chinese from all 

strata finding meaning after two decades of the relentless pursuit of wealth? Writing with great 

narrative verve and a keen sense of irony, Osnos follows the moving stories of everyday people 

and reveals life in the new China to be a battleground between aspiration and authoritarianism, in 

which only one can prevail. 

 

The Age of the Unthinkable: Why the New World Disorder Constantly 

Surprises Us and What We Can Do About It  

 

Joshua Cooper Ramo // Back Bay Books: 2010  

 

Today the very ideas that made America great imperil its future. Our plans go awry 

and policies fail. History's grandest war against terrorism creates more terrorists. Global 

capitalism, intended to improve lives, increases the gap between rich and poor. Decisions made 

to stem a financial crisis guarantee its worsening. Environmental strategies to protect species 

lead to their extinction. The traditional physics of power has been replaced by something 

radically different. In The Age of the Unthinkable, Joshua Cooper Ramo puts forth a revelatory 

new model for understanding our dangerously unpredictable world. Drawing upon history, 

economics, complexity theory, psychology, immunology, and the science of networks, he 

describes a new landscape of inherent unpredictability - and remarkable, wonderful possibility. 
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The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable (2nd Edition) 

 

Nassim Nicholas Taleb // Random House: 2010 [First Published in 2007] 

 

A black swan is an event, positive or negative, that is deemed improbable yet 

causes massive consequences. In this groundbreaking and prophetic book, Taleb 

shows in a playful way that Black Swan events explain almost everything about our world, and 

yet we—especially the experts—are blind to them. In this second edition, Taleb has added a new 

essay, On Robustness and Fragility, which offers tools to navigate and exploit a Black Swan 

world. 

 

 

China in Ten Words 

 

Yu Hua // First Anchor: 2012 

 

From one of China's most acclaimed writers, his first work of nonfiction to appear 

in English: a unique, intimate look at the Chinese experience over the last several 

decades, told through personal stories and astute analysis that sharply illuminate the country's 

meteoric economic and social transformation.  Framed by ten phrases common in the Chinese 

vernacular-"people," "leader," "reading," "writing," "Lu Xun" (one of the most influential 

Chinese writers of the twentieth century), "disparity," "revolution," "grassroots," "copycat," and 

"bamboozle"-China in Ten Words reveals as never before the world's most populous yet oft-

misunderstood nation. In "Disparity," for example, Yu Hua illustrates the mind-boggling 

economic gaps that separate citizens of the country. In "Copycat," he depicts the escalating trend 

of piracy and imitation as a creative new form of revolutionary action. And in "Bamboozle," he 

describes the increasingly brazen practices of trickery, fraud, and chicanery that are, he suggests, 

becoming a way of life at every level of society. Characterized by Yu Hua's trademark wit, 

insight, and courage, China in Ten Words is a refreshingly candid vision of the "Chinese 

miracle" and all its consequences, from the singularly invaluable perspective of a writer living in 

China today. 
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China’s Second Continent: How a Million Migrants Are Building a New 

Empire in Africa 

 

Howard W. French // First Vintage: 2015 

 

Chinese immigrants of the recent past and unfolding twenty-first century are in 

search of the African dream. So explains indefatigable traveler Howard W. French, prize-

winning investigative journalist and former New York Times bureau chief in Africa and China, in 

the definitive account of this seismic geopolitical development. China’s burgeoning presence in 

Africa is already shaping, and reshaping, the future of millions of people. From Liberia to 

Senegal to Mozambique, in creaky trucks and by back roads, French introduces us to the 

characters who make up China’s dogged emigrant population: entrepreneurs singlehandedly 

reshaping African infrastructure, and less-lucky migrants barely scraping by but still convinced 

of Africa’s opportunities. French’s acute observations offer illuminating insight into the most 

pressing unknowns of modern Sino-African relations: Why China is making these cultural and 

economic incursions into the continent; what Africa’s role is in this equation; and what the 

ramifications for both parties and their people—and the watching world—will be in the 

foreseeable future. 

 

 

The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves and Why It 

Matters  
 

B.R. Myers // Melville House: 2011  

 

Myers, a North Korea analyst, presents the first full-length study of the North 

Korean worldview. Drawing on extensive research into the regime’s domestic propaganda, 

including films, romance novels and other artifacts of the personality cult, Myers analyzes each 

of the country’s official myths in turn—from the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity to the 

myth of an America quaking in terror of “the Iron General.” In a concise, but groundbreaking 

historical section, Myers also traces the origins of this official culture back to the Japanese fascist 

thought in which North Korea’s first ideologues were schooled. What emerges is a regime 

completely unlike the West’s perception of it. The implications for US foreign policy—which 

has hitherto treated North Korea as the last outpost of the Cold War—are as obvious as they are 

troubling.  
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Connectography – Mapping the Future of Global Civilization  

 

Parag Khanna // Random House: 2016 

 

Connectivity is the most revolutionary force of the twenty-first century. Mankind 

is reengineering the planet, investing up to ten trillion dollars per year in 

transportation, energy, and communications infrastructure linking the world’s burgeoning 

megacities together. This has profound consequences for geopolitics, economics, demographics, 

the environment, and social identity. Connectivity, not geography, is our destiny.  In 

Connectography, Khanna travels from Ukraine to Iran, Mongolia to North Korea, Pakistan to 

Nigeria, and across the Arctic Circle and the South China Sea to explain the rapid and 

unprecedented changes affecting every part of the planet. He shows how militaries are deployed 

to protect supply chains as much as borders, and how nations are less at war over territory than 

engaged in tugs-of-war over pipelines, railways, shipping lanes, and Internet cables. The new 

arms race is to connect to the most markets.  

 

 

Dataclysm: Love, Sex, Race, and Identity –What Our Online Lives Tell Us 

about Our Offline Selves  

 

Christian Rudder // Penguin Random House: 2014 

 

In this daring and original book, Rudder explains how Facebook "likes" can 

predict, with surprising accuracy, a person’s sexual orientation and even intelligence; how 

attractive women receive exponentially more interview requests; and why you must have haters 

to be hot. He charts the rise and fall of America’s most reviled word through Google Search and 

examines the new dynamics of collaborative rage on Twitter. He shows how people express 

themselves, both privately and publicly. What is the least Asian thing you can say? Do people 

bathe more in Vermont or New Jersey? What do black women think about Simon & Garfunkel? 

(Hint: they don’t think about Simon & Garfunkel.) Rudder also traces human migration over 

time, showing how groups of people move from certain small towns to the same big cities across 

the globe. And he grapples with the challenge of maintaining privacy in a world where these 

explorations are possible. 
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Forgotten Ally: China’s World War II 1937-45 

 

Rana Mitter // First Mariner Books: 2013 

 

In 1937, two years before Hitler invaded Poland, Chinese troops clashed with 

Japanese occupiers in the first battle of World War II. Joining with the United 

States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain, China became the fourth great ally in a 

devastating struggle for its very survival. Prizewinning historian Rana Mitter unfurls China’s 

drama of invasion, resistance, slaughter, and political intrigue as never before. Based on 

groundbreaking research, this gripping narrative focuses on a handful of unforgettable 

characters, including Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, and Chiang’s American chief of staff, 

“Vinegar Joe” Stilwell. Mitter also recounts the sacrifice and resilience of everyday Chinese 

people through the horrors of bombings, famines, and the infamous Rape of Nanking. More than 

any other twentieth-century event, World War II was crucial in shaping China’s worldview, 

making Forgotten Ally both a definitive work of history and an indispensable guide to today’s 

China and its relationship with the West. 

 

 

Future Crimes: Everything Is Connected, Everyone Is Vulnerable and What 

We Can Do About It  
 

Marc Goodman // Doubleday: 2015 

 

Technological advances have benefited our world in immeasurable ways, but there 

is an ominous flip side: our technology can be turned against us. And just over the 

horizon is a tidal wave of scientific progress that will leave our heads spinning—from 

implantable medical devices to drones and 3-D printers, all of which can be hacked, with 

disastrous consequences. With explosive insights based on a career in law enforcement and 

counterterrorism, leading authority on global security Goodman takes readers on a vivid journey 

through the darkest recesses of the Internet. He explores how bad actors are primed to hijack the 

technologies of tomorrow.  
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Ghost Fleet: A Novel of the Next World War  

 

P.W. Singer and August Cole // First Mariner Books: 2015 

 

The United States, China, and Russia eye each other across a twenty-first century 

version of the Cold War, which suddenly heats up at sea, on land, in the air, in 

outer space, and in cyberspace. The fighting involves everything from stealthy robotic – drone 

strikes to old warships from the Navy’s "ghost fleet." Fighter pilots unleash a Pearl Harbor – 

style attack; American veterans become low-tech insurgents; teenage hackers battle in digital 

playgrounds; Silicon Valley billionaires mobilize for cyber-war; and a serial killer carries out her 

own vendetta. Ultimately, victory will depend on blending the lessons of the past with the 

weapons of the future. 

 

 

How Chance and Stupidity Have Changed History: The Hinge Factor  
 

Erik Durschmied // Arcade Publishing: 1999 

 

From the Trojan Horse to a photograph snapped in Vietnam, world history has 

been shaped as much by chance and error as by courage and heroism. Despite 

impossible odds, invincible armies fall in bitter defeat to weaker opponents. How and why does 

this happen? What decides the fate of battle? In this fascinating book, Durschmied takes us 

through the major conflicts of history—from Agincourt to the Civil War, from Crimea to the 

Gulf War - and reveals how, in war, it is the improbable and the inconceivable that determine 

events.  Durschmied explores the fistful of nails that could have won Waterloo for Napoleon; the 

barrel of schnapps that proved disastrous for an Austrian emperor; and the three cigars that 

changes the course of Antietam; and many other instances when chance decided history’s path. 

Conflicts are decided by the caprice of weather, erroneous intelligence, unlikely heroism, strange 

coincidence, or individual incompetence—in short, by the unpredictable “hinge factor.” 
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The Hundred-Year Marathon: China’s Secret Strategy to Replace 

America as the Global Superpower 

 

Michael Pillsbury // Henry Holt and Company: 2016 

 

For more than forty years, the United States has played an indispensable role 

helping the Chinese government build a booming economy, develop its scientific and military 

capabilities, and take its place on the world stage, in the belief that China's rise will bring us 

cooperation, diplomacy, and free trade. But what if the "China Dream" is to replace us, just as 

America replaced the British Empire, without firing a shot? Based on interviews with Chinese 

defectors and newly declassified, previously undisclosed national security documents, The 

Hundred-Year Marathon reveals China's secret strategy to supplant the United States as the 

world's dominant power, and to do so by 2049, the one-hundredth anniversary of the founding of 

the People's Republic. Michael Pillsbury, a fluent Mandarin speaker who has served in senior 

national security positions in the U.S. government since the days of Richard Nixon and Henry 

Kissinger, draws on his decades of contact with the "hawks" in China's military and intelligence 

agencies and translates their documents, speeches, and books to show how the teachings of 

traditional Chinese statecraft underpin their actions. He offers an inside look at how the Chinese 

really view America and its leaders – as barbarians who will be the architects of their own 

demise. 

 

 

The New Tsar: The Rise and Reign of Vladimir Putin 

 

Steven Lee Myers // First Vintage Books: 2016 

 

In this gripping narrative of Putin's rise to power, Steven Lee Myers recounts 

Putin's origins--from his childhood of abject poverty in Leningrad to his ascent 

through the ranks of the KGB, and his eventual consolidation of rule in the Kremlin. As the 

world struggles to confront a bolder Russia, the importance of understanding the formidable and 

ambitious Vladimir Putin has never been greater. On the one hand, Putin's many domestic 

reforms--from tax cuts to an expansion of property rights--have helped reshape the potential of 

millions of Russians whose only experience of democracy had been crime, poverty, and 

instability after the fall of the Soviet Union. On the other, Putin has ushered in a new 

authoritarianism--unyielding in its brutal repression of dissent and newly assertive politically and 

militarily in regions like Crimea and the Middle East. The New Tsar is a staggering achievement, 

a deeply researched and essential biography of one of the most important and destabilizing world 

leaders in recent history, a man whose merciless rule has become inextricably bound to Russia's 

foreseeable future.  
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The Next 100 Years: A Forecast for the 21st Century  

 

George Friedman // First Anchor Books: 2010 

 

In his thought-provoking new book, George Friedman, founder of STRATFOR—

the preeminent private intelligence and forecasting firm—focuses on what he 

knows best, the future. Positing that civilization is at the dawn of a new era, he offers a lucid, 

highly readable forecast of the changes we can expect around the world during the twenty-first 

century all based on his own thorough analysis and research. For example, The U.S.-Jihadist war 

will be replaced by a new cold war with Russia; China’s role as a world power will diminish; 

Mexico will become an important force on the geopolitical stage; and new technologies and 

cultural trends will radically alter the way we live (and fight wars).  

 

 

The Next War 

 

Caspar W. Weinberger and Peter Schwizer // Regnery Publishing: 1998 

 

In this work, former Defense Secretary Weinberger and coauthor Schweizer make 

two simple points: the world remains a dangerous place after the fall of the USSR, 

and the United States is poorly equipped to cope with such a world. To underscore their thesis, 

they use a unique, scenario-based approach modeled on Pentagon war-gaming. Though this is 

not a novel, each chapter uses fictional characters and events to chronicle a hypothetical "next 

war" against various potential adversaries. The authors emphasize that their intent is not to 

forecast future events but to outline possible threats and expose shortcomings in U.S. readiness. 

Significant issues highlighted in the fictionalized "wars" include the frightening proliferation of 

nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons; deficiencies in U.S. intelligence-gathering 

capabilities; the dramatic decline in U.S. force structure; and the case for an American ballistic-

missile defense system.  
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Putin's Russia: How It Rose, How It Is Maintained, and How It Might End 

 

Mikhail Dmitriev, Evgeny Gontmakher, Lev Gudkov, et al. // American Enterprise 

Institute: 2015  

In this groundbreaking collection, nine of Russia's leading scholars and experts 

describe and analyze some of the Vladimir Putin regime’s key structural strengths 

and weaknesses and look at their implications for both the present and the future. As far as the 

regime’s fault lines are concerned, the evidence presented by the authors shows no reversal, or 

even narrowing, of these structural dysfunctions in Putin’s third presidential term. Topics 

covered here include Russia's political economy, political geography, and politics of federalism; 

the regime, ideology, public opinion, and legitimacy; and potential defeat and radicalization of 

civil society. Emerging in these pages is a finely textured portrait of a society rife in 

complexities, contradictions, and postponed but looming crises. 

 

 

Rethinking the Principles of War  
 

Anthony D. McIvor // Naval Institute Press: 2005  

 

This work features the fresh thinking of twenty-eight leading authors from a variety 

of military and national security disciplines. Following an introduction by Lt. Gen. James Dubik 

(Ret), then Commander I Corps, U.S. Army, the anthology first considers the general question of 

whether there is a distinctly American way of war. Among the well-known contributors are 

Robert Scales, Mary Kaldor, Ralph Peters, Jon Sumida, Grant Hammond, Milan Vego, and T.X. 

Hammes. The anthology is part of a larger Rethinking the Principles project, sponsored by the 

Office of Force Transformation and the U.S. Navy to examine approaches to the future of 

warfare. 

 

 

The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and Military 

Conflict from 1500 to 2000  

 

Paul Kennedy // First Vintage: 1989 

 

The Rise and Fall of Great Powers: Economic Change and Military Conflict from 

1500 to 2000, by Paul Kennedy, first published in 1987, explores the politics and economics of 

the Great Powers from 1500 to 1980 and the reason for their decline. It then continues by 

forecasting the positions of China, Japan, the European Economic Community, the Soviet Union 

and the United States through the end of the 20th century 
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A Shattered Peace: Versailles 1919 and the Price We Pay Today  

 

David A. Andelman // Wiley General Trade: 2014 

 

For more than half a century, it has been widely recognized that the Treaty of 

Versailles, founded on retribution against Germany and the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, created the circumstances that led inevitably to World War II. Less acknowledged and 

understood is the treaty’s profound impact on many other parts of the world―an impact that 

echoes to this day across Asia, the Balkans, and throughout the Middle East. Andelman takes a 

fresh new look at the Treaty of Versailles as the point of origin for many of today’s most critical 

international issues. This revealing history exposes the powerful lessons that a six-month period 

in a long ago era has for us today. 

 

 

Strong Religion: The Rise of Fundamentalisms around the World  
 

Gabriel Almond, R. Scoot Appleby, and Emmanuel Sivan // University of Chicago 

Press: 2003 

 

After the September 11 terrorist attacks against the United States, religious 

fundamentalism has dominated public debate as never before. Policymakers, educators, and the 

general public all want to know: Why do fundamentalist movements turn violent? Are 

fundamentalisms a global threat to human rights, security, and democratic forms of government? 

What is the future of fundamentalism?  To answer questions like these, Strong Religion draws on 

the results of the Fundamentalism Project, a decade-long interdisciplinary study of 

antimodernist, antisecular militant religious movements on five continents and within seven 

world religious traditions. The authors of this study analyze the various social structures, cultural 

contexts, and political environments in which fundamentalist movements have emerged around 

the world, from the Islamic Hamas and Hizbullah to the Catholic and Protestant paramilitaries of 

Northern Ireland, and from the Moral Majority and Christian Coalition of the United States to the 

Sikh radicals and Hindu nationalists of India. Offering a vividly detailed portrait of the cultures 

that nourish such movements, Strong Religion opens a much-needed window onto different 

modes of fundamentalism and identifies the kind of historical events that can trigger them. 
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Thinking in Time: The Uses of History for Decision-Makers  

     

Richard E. Neustadt and Ernest R. May // The Free Press: 1986 

 

For generations Americans have described and deplored the ignorance of history 

displayed by policymakers or, what is worse, the misuse of historical analogies. 

Since the 1950s Professors Neustadt and May have been working individually through their 

writing and consulting on this subject; in the past decade they have been collaborators in a course 

at Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of Government focusing explicitly on "using history." This 

excellent book is a product of that course: case histories from both domestic and foreign policy 

areas and a set of precepts-what to ask about history and how to ask it. Professional historians, 

enjoying the luxury of unhurried reflection, might say that the book's "method" is no more than a 

systematic and common-sense statement of the obvious-but the authors demonstrate that the 

"obvious" has too often been ignored, with unfortunate results. 

 

 

Thunder out of China 

 

Theodore White and Annalee Jacoby // Da Capo Press: 1980 

 

From the first outbreak of hostilities in northern China in 1937 to the Japanese 

surrender aboard the U.S.S. Missouri in 1945, this book re-creates the decade of 

upheaval when China was caught in the grip of revolution and war and torn from 

its feudal past. The authors Time-Life correspondents during the war years, report firsthand on 

the rise and fall of the Kuomintang nationalist government and its leader, Chiang Kaishek, who 

ironically misunderstood his own people as much as the Japanese. At the same time, we see how 

the Communists won popular support both with more extensive social reforms and with their 

unrelenting war against Japan. White and Jacoby also shed new light on the actions of "Vinegar 

Joe" Stilwell (the only American who assessed the Chinese situation accurately) and the 

diplomacy of Ambassador Patrick J. Hurley, also providing a classic account of the Chinese 

peasant and his revolution which has since proved to be the recurrent pattern of events in the 

developing Third World. 
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The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (Updated Edition)  

 

John J. Mearsheimer // W.W. Norton & Company: 2001 

 

The updated edition of this classic treatise on the behavior of great powers takes a 

penetrating look at the question likely to dominate international relations in the 

twenty-first century: Can China rise peacefully? In clear, eloquent prose, Mearsheimer explains 

why the answer is no: a rising China will seek to dominate Asia, while the United States, 

determined to remain the world's sole regional hegemon, will go to great lengths to prevent that 

from happening. The tragedy of great power politics is inescapable. 

 

 

The True Believer: Thoughts on the Nature of Mass Movements  

 

Eric Hoffer // Perennial Classics: 2010 

The famous bestseller with “concise insight into what drives the mind of the 

fanatic and the dynamics of a mass movement” (Wall St. Journal) by Presidential 

Medal of Freedom recipient Eric Hoffer, The True Believer is a landmark in the 

field of social psychology, and even more relevant today than ever before in history. Called a 

“brilliant and original inquiry” and “a genuine contribution to our social thought” by Arthur 

Schlesinger, Jr., The True Believer is mandatory reading for anyone interested in the 

machinations by which an individual becomes a fanatic. 

 

The Unquiet Frontier: Rising Rivals, Vulnerable Allies, and the Crisis 

of American Power   

 

Jakub J. Grygiel, A. Wess Mitchell // Princeton University Press: 2016 

 

From the Baltic to the South China Sea, newly assertive authoritarian states sense 

an opportunity to resurrect old empires or build new ones at America's expense. Hoping that U.S. 

decline is real, nations such as Russia, Iran, and China are testing Washington's resolve by 

targeting vulnerable allies at the frontiers of American power. The Unquiet Frontier explains 

why the United States needs a new grand strategy that uses strong frontier alliance networks to 

raise the costs of military aggression in the new century. 
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Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the 21st 

Century  

 

P.W. Singer // The Penguin Press: 2009 

 

In Wired for War, P. W. Singer explores the greatest revolution in military affairs 

since the atom bomb: the dawn of robotic warfare. We are on the cusp of a massive shift in 

military technology that threatens to make real the stuff of I, Robot and The Terminator. 

Blending historical evidence with interviews of an amazing cast of characters, Singer shows how 

technology is changing not just how wars are fought, but also the politics, economics, laws, and 

the ethics that surround war itself. Travelling from the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan to 

modern-day "skunk works" in the midst of suburbia, Wired for War will tantalize a wide 

readership, from military buffs to policy wonks to gearheads. 

 

 

World Order  

 

Henry Kissinger // Penguin Books: 2015 

 

Henry Kissinger offers in World Order a deep meditation on the roots of 

international harmony and global disorder. Drawing on his experience as one of 

the foremost statesmen of the modern era—advising presidents, traveling the world, observing 

and shaping the central foreign policy events of recent decades—Kissinger now reveals his 

analysis of the ultimate challenge for the twenty-first century: how to build a shared international 

order in a world of divergent historical perspectives, violent conflict, proliferating technology, 

and ideological extremism. Grounded in Kissinger’s deep study of history and his experience as 

national security advisor and secretary of state, World Order guides readers through crucial 

episodes in recent world history. Provocative and articulate, blending historical insight with 

geopolitical prognostication, World Order is a unique work that could come only from a lifelong 

policy maker and diplomat 

 

 


